Thrombolytic therapy in review.
The use of thrombolytic agents for both coronary and noncoronary indications is a rapidly progressing field. There has been substantial debate over which disease processes ultimately benefit from the use of thrombolytic agents. In addition, many recent studies have focused on comparing different thrombolytic agents and dosing regimens in an attempt to gain optimal therapeutic benefit with minimal risk. This paper discusses the current status of thrombolytic therapy for coronary artery disease, pulmonary embolus, peripheral vascular thrombosis, and cerebrovascular infarction.